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"Old Friends" 

Makurazaki City Board of Education Superintendent, Koichi Kinoshita  

 

One afternoon, I saw some junior high school students returning home with 

their friends. It was a bit unusual to see students out and about so early in the 

day so I asked them, “How come you are all learning school so early?” They 

happily replied back, “We had a test today! We are worried about the results of 

the final exam, but we are looking forward to summer vacation and competing 

for first prize in the summer festival!” I thought to myself how they seemed like 

very nice friends and I hope their friendship will last a long time. 

Recently, I had a party with some old friends. We have been  friends since 

high school and I still see them often today. This time, as well, Mr. A, who was 

the class president in high school, was in charge of making arrangements for the 

reunion. Everyone was 65 years old this year. They all wake up early and value 

their time, so the gathering started at 5:30 PM. Everyone enjoyed talking about 

their old high school days, their teachers, and their post-retirement lives. We 

also discussed health and age-related topics, which are unavoidable at our age. 

However, there's no need to elaborate on that. We quickly moved to a nearby 

restaurant, where we arrived just in time to get on the last train for the day. We 

promised to meet again. We've been friends for 50 years, and it was so much fun 

to reunite with my high school friends. 

For all that time, my friends and I have been in touch, and even when we 

don't meet, we can instantly pick up where we left off, and flowers bloom in our 

conversation. The tension in our heart’s melts away, and we feel liberated. We 

don't know how much time we have left, but we pray to meet again in good health, 

and we make promises for the future. 

At this age, however, we might not be able to promise to meet again. There's 

always a possibility that we might not be able to. 

For one year, we get to cherish each other. I think this is a natural 

progression of things. I also think it's important to spend this precious time doing 

things we wouldn't normally do. Who knows when it will be our last farewell? 

It's a time to pour our heats out. In short, it's a feeling of deep gratitude. I think 

it's deeply meaningful for us to spend time doing what we love, being ourselves, 

and supporting each other's lives. That's what I've been thinking about recently.  

It's been two months since I last saw my old high school friends. I want to 

see them again soon. 

巻頭言 

教育委員会各課のお知らせやお願い 

 

Activities of the Municipal Junior 

High School Student Union
On Wednesday, June 4th, Makurazaki City 

Junior High School Student Union Standing 

Committee and Advisory Meeting was held at 

Beppu Junior High School, which is this year's 

secretariat school. 

Three student representatives from four 

junior high schools in the city participated and 

discussed the annual plan and exchanges with 

Makurazaki City, as well as exchanges with 

Mishima Village and Wakkanai City in 

Hokkaido, with whom Makurazaki has deep 

ties. Active opinions were expressed by 

students, such as "We want to introduce local 

specialties to each other." 

 


